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A  r epo r t  o f  the  AFP  r e vea l s  a

deep  mise r y  i n  South  Af r i ca

T H E  W O R L D ' S  M O S T
U N E Q U A L  C O U N T R Y

Soc ia l  i nequa l i t i e s  have

inc reased  s ince  the  end  o f

Apa r the id .
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Rac ia l  t ens ions ,  soc i a l

i nequa l i t i e s ,  hope  f o r  a  bet te r

fu tu re  :  the  "Ra inbow  Nat ion "

nowadays
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S U M M A R Y

P O S I T I V E  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ,    
A  S O L U T I O N ?

DId  the  gove rnment  make  the

r igh t  th ing  by  i n t roduc ing  the

B -BBEE  i n  the  l eg i s l a t i on ?



   I n  the  yea r  2014 ,  the  AFP  News

f i lmed  a  ve r y  s t r i k ing  r epo r t  i n

Soweto ,  South  Af r i ca .  Today ,  we

cou ld  expec t  such  a  r epo r t  to  be

ve r y  pos i t i ve  and  opt im i s t i c ,

knowing  tha t  the  Apar the id  r eg ime

ended  twenty  yea r s  ago  (wi th  the

e lec t i on  o f  Ne l son  Mande la  as  the

f i r s t  South  Af r i can  b lack  pres iden t ) .

But  the  r ea l i t y  i s  ac tua l l y  ve r y

sca r y :  a l though  the  end  o f

Apa r the id  was  the  s i gn  o f  an

improvement  i n  the  i nequa l i t i e s

be tween  B lacks  and  Whi te s ,  i t  d id

not  so l ve  a l l  the  South  Af r i cans '

i s sues .

   Today ,  40%  o f  the  South  Af r i can

popu la t i on  l i v e s  i n  such  pove r t y ,

tha t  they  do  not  have  any  othe r

cho i ce  than  l i v i ng  i n  townsh ips ,

wi th  awfu l  l i v i ng  cond i t i ons :  the re

i s  ne i the r  cu r ren t  e lec t r i c i t y  nor

wate r ,  most  o f  the  houses  a re  bu i l t

w i th  i r on  shee t s ,  and  f ac i l i t i e s  and

to i l e t s  a re  miss ing .

   The  b igges t  townsh ip  o f  South

A f r i ca  l i e s  i n  Soweto :  a round  1 .3

mi l l i on  peop le  a re  l i v i ng  the re

where  they  have  to  “use  cand le s  f o r

l i gh tn ing  and  cook  wi th  pa ra f f i n  ” .

Most  o f  the  i nhab i t an t s  o f  th i s

townsh ip   have

have  to  l i v e  i n  sma l l  r ooms  a l l

t oge the r .

   Howeve r ,   to  some  i nhab i t an t s

the  cu r ren t  s i tua t i on  seems   to

a t te s t  to  ac tua l  soc i a l

improvement s  :  a  woman  exp la in s ,

she  does  not  f ea r  anymore  to  be

shot  by  whi te s ,  as  a  f r i end  o f  he r s

had  been  dur ing  Apar the id .

Moreove r ,  the  gove rnment  and

pr i va te  o rgan i sms  have  spent

b i l l i ons  o f  do l l a r s  to  improve

hous ing  and  bu i ld  houses  wi th

h ighe r  qua l i t y  mate r i a l s .  The  wor ld

cup  o f  2010  a l so  he lped  Soweto  to

become  more  a t t r ac t i ve  and  ga in

more  money ,  Th i s  brought ,  f o r

example ,  to  the  c rea t i on  o f  a

thea te r  two  yea r s  l a t e r .

   But  the  s i tua t i on  i n  Soweto  s t i l l

r ema ins  dread fu l  f o r  the  majo r i t y

o f  the  popu la t i on  even  though

the re  have  been  improvement s .  A

mino r i t y  o f  the  popu la t i on  has  a

h igh  s t anda rd  o f  l i v i ng  :  whi l e  t en

pe rcen t  o f  the  popu la t i on  owns

ha l f  o f  the  r e sou rces  o f  the

count r y ,  many  othe r s  have   to  l i v e

in  deep  mise r y .
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   I ndeed ,  as  shown  i n  the  graph ic  be low ,  on l y  10%  o f  the  who le  South  Af r i can

popu la t i on  own  93%  o f  the  count r y ’ s  wea l th ,  the  r ema in ing  90%  sha r ing  on l y  7%

o f  the  count r y ’ s  wea l th .  Th i s  deep  gap  between  r i ch  and  poor  peop le  can  be

measu red  wi th  the  Gin i  I ndex ,  which  h igh l i gh t s  c lea r l y  th i s  i s sue  :  South  Af r i ca

has  the  wors t  Gin i  I ndex  i n  the  who le  wor ld .  I t  has  the re fo re  r ea l l y  ea rned  i t s

t i t l e  o f  “ the  wor ld ' s  most  unequa l  count r y ” .  I ncome  i nequa l i t y  i n  South  Af r i ca  has

a l so  deepened .  

    Dur ing  Apar the id ,  the  r ac i a l  seg rega t i on

be tween  B lacks  and  Whi te s  c rea ted  b ig  soc i a l  and

economic  i nequa l i t i e s .  One  cou ld  th ink  tha t  wi th

the  advent  o f  democracy  i n  1 994 ,  the  i nequa l i t i e s

wou ld  have  van i shed  but ,  as  Katy  Sco t t  wr i te s  on

CNN  webs i t e ,  “desp i te  25  yea r s  o f  democracy ,

South  Af r i ca  r ema ins  the  most  economica l l y

unequa l  count r y  i n  the  wor ld ,  acco rd ing  to  the

Wor ld  Bank .  I f  any th ing ,  the  r a inbow  nat ion  i s

e ven  more  d i v ided  now  than  i t  was  i n  1 994 . ”

S O U T H

A F R I C A :  T H E

W O R L D ’ S

M O S T

U N E Q U A L

C O U N T R Y

B Y  U L Y S S E  

I n  South  Af r i ca ,  the  d i v ide  between  r i ch  and  poor  i s
v i s ib l e  f r om  the  sky .  On  the  l e f t  i s  B loubus rand  i n
Johannesbu rg ,  a  midd le  c l a s s  a rea  wi th  l a rge r  houses  and
poo l s .  On  the  r i gh t  i s  Kya  Sands  i n fo rma l  se t t l ement .  

Acco rd ing  to  the  l a t e s t

f i gu re s  f r om  the  Wor ld

Inequa l i t y  Database ,

the  top  1%  o f  South

A f r i can  ea rne r s  t ake

home  a lmos t  20%  o f  a l l

i ncome  i n  the  count r y ,

whi l e  the  top  10%  t ake

home  65% .  The

rema in ing  90%  o f

South  Af r i can  ea rne r s

ge t  on l y  35%  o f  to ta l

i ncome

" If  anything,  the rainbow

nation is even more

divided now than it  was in

1994.”



These  unequa l

incomes ,  acco rd ing

to  the  I nequa l i t y

T rends  r epo r t ,

r ema in  s tubborn l y

r ac i a l i s ed ,

gende red  and

spa t i a l i s ed .  I ndeed ,

Whi te  peop le  a re

more  l i ke l y  to  f i nd

work .  And  once

they  do ,  they  a l so

ea rn  h ighe r  wages .

Between  201 1  and

2015 ,  a  whi te

pe r son  ea rned  R24

646  per  month  on

ave rage ,  more  than

th ree  t imes  the  R6

899  o f  the i r  b lack

counte rpa r t s .

Fema le  worke r s

ea rned  a round  30%

l e s s  than  male

worke r s  dur ing  the

same  per iod ,  and

worke r s  i n  the

count r y s ide  ea rned

le s s  than  ha l f  o f

what  urban  worke r s

d id .

S O U T H  A F R I C A :  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  M O S T

U N E Q U A L  C O U N T R Y



     On  the  9 th  o f  May  1 994 ,  Ne l son  Mande la  was  e lec ted  f i r s t  b lack  Pres iden t

o f  South  Af r i ca  :  A  new  e ra  o f  democracy  and  equa l i t y  between  B lack  and

Whi te  peop le  had  begun ,  and  Ang l i can  Archb i shop  Desmond  Tu tu  was

dreaming  o f  a  “Ra inbow  Nat ion ”  where  peop le  wi th  d i f f e ren t  sk in  co lou r s

wou ld  s t and  toge the r  and  l i v e  peace fu l l y  i n  ha rmony .  But  what  has  the

“Ra inbow  Nat ion ”  become  nowadays  ?  Has  Desmond  Tu tu ’ s  dream  r ea l l y

been  ach ieved ?  

     On  the  one  hand ,  South  Af r i cans  have  seve ra l  t imes  presen ted  a  show  o f

un i t y ,  f o r  example  dur ing  majo r  spo r t  tou rnament s ,  such  as  the  1 995  Rugby

Wor ld  Cup  ( p i c t u r e  a b o v e  :  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a  g i v i n g  t h e  t r o p h y  t o  F r a n c o i s
P i e n a a r ,  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  S p r i n g b o k s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r u g b y  t e a m )  o r  the  2010

Socce r  Wor ld  Cup .  South  Af r i can  wr i te r  Hagen  Eng le r  sa id  about  th i s  tha t

“ P e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r .  W e ’ r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a l l  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  a s
o n e  b i g  h a p p y  f a m i l y  b u t  w e ’ v e  g o t  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s
c u l t u r e s . ”     

     On  the  othe r  hand ,  more  than  25  yea r s  a f te r  the  end  o f  Apar the id ,  the re

a re  s t i l l  “ r ac i a l  t ens ions  bubb l ing  benea th  the  su r f ace ” .  I ndeed ,  both  B lack

and  Whi te  peop le  show  d i sconten t  about  the  ANC  po l i c i e s  :  B lack  peop le ,

because  they ' r e  s t i l l  l i v i ng  i n  bad l y  se r v i ced  and  ove rpopu la ted  townsh ips ,

and  Whi te  peop le  because  they  f ee l  tha t  they  a re  be ing  un fa i r l y  pun i shed  by

the  gove rnment  po l i c i e s  “a imed  a t  co r rec t ing  the  imba lances  o f  apa r the id ” .  

Not  on l y  a re  the re  s t i l l  r ac i a l  t ens ions  i n  South  Af r i ca ,  but  the re  a re  a l so  a

lo t  o f  soc i a l  t ens ions  and  i s sues  :  I ndeed ,  a l though  Apar the id  and  whi te

p r i v i l eges  have  o f f i c i a l l y  ended ,  whi te  South  Af r i cans  s t i l l  r ema in  i n  cont ro l

o f  the  economy .  Fo r  example ,  a  r epo r t  by  South  Af r i ca ’ s  I n s t i tu te  o f  Race

Re la t i ons  ( IRR )  showed  i n  2013  tha t  pove r t y  among  B lack  peop le  was  a t  42%

on  ave rage ,  aga in s t  on l y  j u s t  1%  f o r  Whi te  peop le .  As  a  consequence  to  these

soc i a l  i nequa l i t i e s ,  IRR  say s  39%  o f  South  Af r i cans  be l i e ved  r ace  r e l a t i ons

were  improv ing  i n  2012 ,  compared  to  72%  i n  2000 .  St i l l ,  58%  o f  South

A f r i cans  f e l t  con f iden t  i n  a  happy  f u tu re  f o r  a l l  r aces  i n  2012 ,  and  Hagen

Eng le r  be longs  to  them  :  “ I ’ m  a  g l a s s  h a l f  f u l l  t y p e  o f  g u y  a n d  I  t h i n k  w e ’ v e
d e f i n i t e l y  c o m e  a  l o n g  w a y .  I t ’ s  j u s t  a  c a s e  o f  l o w  l o n g  i t ' s ’  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  t o
r e a c h  a  s t a t e  o f  e c o n o m i c  e q u i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  m a i n  s t u m b l i n g  b l o c k  a t  t h e
m o m e n t .  T h a t ’ s  g o n n a  t a k e  s o m e  r e s o l v i n g . ”

S O C I A L

I N E Q U A L I T I E S

A N D  R A C I A L

T E N S I O N S  :

T H R E A T S  T O

T H E  “ R A I N B O W

N A T I O N  ? ”
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The  end  o f  the  Apar the id

l a rge l y  cont r ibu ted  to  the

reduc t i on  o f  r ac i a l  i nequa l i t i e s

in  South  Af r i ca ,  but  these

inequa l i t i e s  a re  so  grea t  tha t

reduc ing  them  i s  an  ongo ing

proces s .  I n  the  yea r  2003 ,  the

South  Af r i can  gove rnment

in t roduced  an  employment

po l i c y  named  “Broad -Based

B lack  Economic  Empowerment ”

(B -BBEE )  which   cons t r a in s

employe r s  “ to  g i ve  pre fe rence

to  cand ida te s  f r om  ‘prev ious l y

d i sadvan taged  groups ’  when

rec ru i t i ng  and  promot ing  s t a f f ,

where  a l l  othe r  f ac to r s  a re

equa l ” .  

Th i s  l aw  cons i s t s  thus  i n  some

k ind  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on  s ince  i t

f a vo r s  a  prec i se  group  o f

peop le  on l y  based  on  the i r  sk in

co lou r .  But  because  th i s

l eg i s l a t i on  has  been  thought  i n

o rde r  to  he lp  a  minor i t y  (and

not  to  cont ro l  o r  weaken  i t ) ,  i t

can  be  named  “pos i t i ve

d i sc r im ina t i on ” .  A  s imp le  l ook

a t  the  r ac i a l  employment  r a te

( to  the  l e f t )  c lea r l y  shows  the

u t i l i t y  o f  th i s  l aw :  a l though  the

popu la t i on  i s  made  o f  90%  o f

non  whi te  peop le ,  they  s t i l l

t ake  67%  o f  the  top -

management  pos i t i ons  i n  the

yea r  2017  whi l e  b lack  peop le

who  r ep re sen t  8 1%  o f  the

popu la t i on  on l y  t ake  1 4%  o f

the  top -management  p laces .

PO S I T I V E

D I S C R I M I N A T I O N :

A  S O L U T I O N . . .

 B Y  L E A  



But  i f  pos i t i ve  d i sc r im ina t i on

seems  to  be  use fu l  o r

neces sa r y ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  to

no t i ce  tha t  i t  presen t s  some

d i sadvan tages .  The  f i r s t  one

cons i s t s  i n  the  f ac t  tha t

d i s c r im ina t ing   peop le  on

the i r  r ace  (more  than  on

the i r  qua l i t i e s )  seems  un fa i r

to  the  othe r s :  a  ce r ta in

soc i a l  group ,  B lacks ,  a re

favo red  ove r  the  othe r s

wh ich  was  the  cent ra l

concept  Ne l son  Mande la  and

the  ANC  f ought  aga in s t

du r ing  Apar the id .  Was  the

end  o f  Apar the id  r ea l l y  tha t

impor tan t  f o r  South  Af r i ca ,  i f

i t  j u s t  br ings  new  r ac i a l

i nequa l i t i e s ?  Moreove r ,  the

B -BBEE  a l so  causes  a

mate r i a l  prob lem :  the re  a re

no t  enough  qua l i f i ed  b lack

peop le  to  t ake  the  j obs  tha t

a re  o f f e red  to  them ,  so  tha t

i t  somet imes  happens  tha t  a

pe r son  i s  r a the r  h i red

because  o f  h i s  r ace  r a the r

than  thanks  to  h i s  sk i l l s .  .

Th i s  has  to  do  wi th  the

South  Af r i can  s y s tem ,  which

desp i te  i t s  impor tance  i sn ' t

a  top i c  we ' l l  cove r  i n  th i s

i s sue .

But  a l though  the  B -BBEE

presen t s  some  d i sadvan tages ,

i t  might  be  the  on l y  so lu t i on

to  enab le  the  b lack

popu la t i on  to  get  a  p lace  i n  a

workp lace  cont ro l l ed  by  a

wh i te  minor i t y .

I n s p i r e d  b y  a n  a r t i c l e  o f
D a v i d  S h a r p ,  y e a r  2 0 1 2 ,
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k p l a c e

. . . OR  AN  E T H I C A L

P R E J U D I C E ?



C O N C L U S I O N

S O C I A L  I S S U E S ,  T O W N S H I P S ,

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  I N E Q U A L I T I E S . . .  W H E R E

I S  S O U T H  A F R I C A  H E A D I N G  T O  ?  

Since the end of Apartheid, South Africa has made a lot of
progress in the reduction of inequalities between Black and
Whites. Once strongly divided by Apartheid, it has become a
relatively integrated country. But nowadays, South Africa is
designated  as the most unequal country in the world:
Whites still have a better education than other races. Due to
this, they often get better jobs and better incomes so that
the inequalities persist. But we have to notice that the
country makes efforts to improve the equality by
introducing, for example, the B-BBEE, which aims at using
positive discrimination to  encourage employers to hire
more Blacks for highly qualified jobs. However, one could
say that this law has limits as it consists of discrimination (as
under the Apartheid regime) but it should in all likelihood
be seen as a sign of hope and progress.
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